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The Needle in the Haystack 
A searching look at digital tools 

Introduction 
Slide 21 

The Great War was a battle of the empires. The European powers drew on the bodily resources of their 
colonial subjects in their desperate quest to win the War. Troops from around the world shared the 
mud of Flanders and the gritty sand of the Sinai Peninsula. On and behind the frontlines of the War 
there was a vast intermingling of peoples around the world, Chinese, West Indians, Africans, Maori, 
Aborigines… 

Soldiers from the Indian subcontinent formed one of the largest contingents of troops from the British 
Empire. Over one million soldiers from what we now know as Pakistan, India, Burma, Bangladesh and 
Nepal fought in the War.2 On these numbers alone they had a significant presence on the frontline. 
During the winter of 1914/1915 Indians held almost a third of the British frontline on the Western 
Front.3 They fought alongside Australians at Gallipoli and in the Middle East. The photos and remarks 
made by Australian soldiers in their letters and diaries show just how closely the Australians and 
Indians shared the War.4 

At Gallipoli the Australians were often hungry and thoroughly sick of the hard biscuits and bully beef 
that they had to eat too often. The British Army was very careful to provide the soldiers from the 
Indian subcontinent with food that complied with their various dietary requirements with the 
consequence that the Indians had better food than the Australians. Some enterprising Australian 
soldiers discovered this. 

“Called on Indians & had a feed of curry & chapadies”, wrote Leonard Bartlett, a signaler with the 
4th Battalion. Bartlett had the flu, was hungry, dirty and was disgusted at the living conditions the 

                                                      
1 I have included images and/or hyperlinks from the slide presentation in this paper. You can access the slide 
presentation on Slideshare at http://www.slideshare.net/perkinsy/needle-in-the-haystack-50285012  
2 Commonwealth War Graves Commission, ‘India’s Contribution to the First World War, Forever India website at 
http://www.cwgc.org/foreverindia/context/indias-contribution.php accessed 6/7/2015. 
3 Santanu Das, ‘The Indian Sepoy in the First World War’, British Library website at http://www.bl.uk/world-war-
one/articles/the-indian-sepoy-in-the-first-world-war, accessed 7/7/2015. 
4 Peter Stanley has just published a book about the Indians at Gallipoli. Peter Stanley, Die in Battle, Do Not Despair: 
the Indians on Gallipoli, 1915, (Helion & Company, 2015). See publisher’s website, 
http://www.helion.co.uk/published-by-helion/war-military-culture-in-south-asia-1757-1947/books-in-series/die-
in-battle-do-not-despair-the-indians-on-gallipoli-1915.html  

http://acms.sl.nsw.gov.au/_transcript/2013/D14588/a3266.html
http://www.slideshare.net/perkinsy/needle-in-the-haystack-50285012
http://www.cwgc.org/foreverindia/context/indias-contribution.php
http://www.bl.uk/world-war-one/articles/the-indian-sepoy-in-the-first-world-war
http://www.bl.uk/world-war-one/articles/the-indian-sepoy-in-the-first-world-war
http://www.helion.co.uk/published-by-helion/war-military-culture-in-south-asia-1757-1947/books-in-series/die-in-battle-do-not-despair-the-indians-on-gallipoli-1915.html
http://www.helion.co.uk/published-by-helion/war-military-culture-in-south-asia-1757-1947/books-in-series/die-in-battle-do-not-despair-the-indians-on-gallipoli-1915.html
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soldiers endured. A couple of days earlier he conducted a culinary experiment: “Went over to Indian 
Camp in eveng. & got some chapadies (?) which went down well with marmalade.”5 

In my research about the beliefs of Australian World War I soldiers I have increasingly appreciated the 
value of digital tools to reveal the stories of those who did not write letters or diaries that we can access 
in our public archives. Our archives only include the words of a tiny percentage of the soldiers who 
fought in the War. These were the exceptional soldiers. They were the most fluent with the pen and in a 
remarkable sequence of events their papers found their way back to Australia, were retained by them 
and their families and then donated to public archives.  

Digital Tools – the Opportunities 
With the help of digital tools we can find the needle in the haystack and learn more about some of the 
millions of men and women who have been previously invisible in the history of the War. 

I am working with a collection of over 450 transcriptions of War diaries. My research corpus comprises 
over seven million words. Finding one or two sentences in such a large number of handwritten 
documents is virtually impossible but technology transforms research. 

Using the Programming Historian website I taught myself to code and constructed a simple program 
which effectively creates an index to these diaries.6 Whenever I want to look up some words I create a 
simple text file, run the program and receive a list of diaries containing those words together with a 
snippet of each occurrence to show the context. While listening to Kristina Griffin’s paper this morning 
I became curious about a soldier she mentioned who was learning Arabic during World War I.7 I 
immediately created a text file with the word ‘Arabic’ among some other words: 

I quickly ran my program, and produced this .csv file: 

                                                      
5 Leonard V. Bartlett, ‘diary, 4 April 1915-31 December 1915’, held at the State Library of New South Wales, 
MLMSS 959/Item 1, accessed at http://acms.sl.nsw.gov.au/_transcript/2013/D14588/a3266.html on 7/7/2015. I 
wrote about the Indians at Gallipoli including this anecdote, in a blog post: Yvonne Perkins, ‘Indian Soldiers 
Fought at Gallipoli’, Stumbling Through the Past, 28/4/2015 at 
https://stumblingpast.wordpress.com/2015/04/28/indian-soldiers-fought-at-gallipoli/.  
6 The Programming Historian, http://programminghistorian.org/ accessed 7/7/2015. 
7 Kristina Griffin, ‘Stories of World War 1 Stretcher Bearers: Boats, Camels and Mud’. Abstract available via 
Foundational Histories: Australian Historical Association Conference 2015 Conference Abstracts, p. 32, 
http://sydney.edu.au/arts/history/aha2015/index.shtml. 

http://acms.sl.nsw.gov.au/_transcript/2013/D14588/a3266.html%20on%207/7/2015
https://stumblingpast.wordpress.com/2015/04/28/indian-soldiers-fought-at-gallipoli/
http://programminghistorian.org/
http://sydney.edu.au/arts/history/aha2015/index.shtml
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Figure 2 A .csv file produced while listening to a paper on the morning of my presentation using the program I had 
developed via The Programming Historian website. This shows excerpts from the WWI diary transcripts held by the State 
Library of NSW which contain the word ‘Arabic’. 

[Slide 3] 

… brought it into Excel, added filters to home in on the information I am interested in.8 

                                                      
88 Excel is a very useful tool for historians, but be very careful about slipping up. As Harvard economists, Carmen 
Reinhart and Kenneth Rogoff found, it is very easy to make a simple mistake in a spreadsheet which has had 
significant consequences around the world. Jonathan Borwein and David H. Bailey, ‘The Reinhart-Rogoff error – 
or how not to Excel at economics’, The Conversation, 23/4/2013, https://theconversation.com/the-reinhart-rogoff-
error-or-how-not-to-excel-at-economics-13646, accessed on 15/7/2015. 

https://theconversation.com/the-reinhart-rogoff-error-or-how-not-to-excel-at-economics-13646
https://theconversation.com/the-reinhart-rogoff-error-or-how-not-to-excel-at-economics-13646
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Figure 3 The use of filters in Excel helps me quickly find the excerpts from the diaries that particularly interest me. 

[slide 4] 

…which will enable me to learn more about Corporal Maurice Cann Evans from Kyogle, who started to 
learn Arabic in 1917 so he could settle in the Middle East after the War.9 

I also use a technology called an Application Programming Interface, commonly known as an API. By 
constructing an API call through a URL I can access a website to do mass downloads of search results. 
This enables me to create a database of many items without having to click and save one by one, on 
each search result.  

[slide 5] 

On my digital humanities blog, Stumbling Through the Future, I have written a series of posts that 
explains how to do this using the Trove API.10 Using an API doesn’t even require the use of any 
programming, although the download can be quicker if you can write a program. Once you 

                                                      
9 Maurice Cann Evans, ‘M. C. Evans war diary, 4 November 1916-16 June 1917’, held at the State Library of New 
South Wales, MLMSS 1576/Item 4, http://acms.sl.nsw.gov.au/_transcript/2013/D15265/a4335.htm accessed on 
8/7/2015. 
10 Yvonne Perkins, ‘An Introduction to the Trove API’, Stumbling Through the Future, 
https://stumblingfuture.wordpress.com/2014/03/11/an-introduction-to-the-trove-api/. This is the first post in a 
series of three which explain how to use the Trove API without using programming. These posts are designed for 
people with no prior knowledge of technology other than basic Excel. 

http://acms.sl.nsw.gov.au/_transcript/2013/D15265/a4335.htm
https://stumblingfuture.wordpress.com/2014/03/11/an-introduction-to-the-trove-api/
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understand how to construct an API call on the Trove database, you will have a base of knowledge 
which will enable you to try out other APIs such as the API for the State Records of NSW.11 

[Slide 6] 

Most websites don’t have an API, but now there are simple tools like Kimonolabs or Parsehub which 
we can use to ‘scrape’ the search results off the screen page by page automatically.12 

[Slide 7] 

Historians using technology in their research is nothing new. Historians do this all the time. Whenever 
we use an online library catalogue, or search on Trove we are using complex algorithms as a research 
aid. The answer appears, quite often on the top of pages of search results, and we use the resource 
without a moment of thought. It is so easy.13 

This ease of use disguises the fact we often don’t even realise we are using advanced technology. Yet 
what we are doing is a revolutionary change in the research practices of historians. Over the last year I 
have been increasingly troubled by unthinking use of technology in the research process and have 
worked to make my research processes more rigorous and explicit.  

Core Elements of Digital History Research 
I will now discuss the three core elements in digital history research: 

1. The use of digital tools – in this case the search 
2. Data 
3. The digital representation of the historic item. 

Construction of Digital Tools – the Search 
Pioneering digital humanist, Willard McCarty said back in 1991 that a digital tool “is a new way of 
conceptualizing the world”.14 A search engine is based on a model which is full of assumptions about 
what the user wants.   

The classic example is the Google search engine. Google wants to give you the search results you are 
looking for. Increasingly it is trying to tailor the results by predicting what we want to see. This is great 
when we are looking for a place to repair our car, or where to buy some furniture, but when we are in 
                                                      
11 ‘State Records NSW Search API documentation’, State Records NSW website, 
http://search.records.nsw.gov.au/usage, accessed on 7/7/2015. 
12 The Kimonolabs tool has an intuitive user interface making it very easy to use. Kimonolabs website, 
https://www.kimonolabs.com, accessed on 7/7/2015. The parsehub tool is not as simple to use but is more 
powerful as it has been designed for use on difficult websites which are beyond the capacity for simpler tools to 
extract data from. Parsehub website, https://www.parsehub.com, accessed on 7/7/2015.  
13 Max Kemman, Martijn Kleppe and Stef Scagliola, ‘Just Google It: Digital Research Practices of Humanities 
Scholars’, Proceedings of the Digital Humanities Congress 2012, (HRI Online Publications, 2014), 
http://www.hrionline.ac.uk/openbook/chapter/dhc2012-kemman accessed on 27/6/2015. 
14 Willard McCarty, ‘Finding Implicit Patterns in Ovid's Metamorphoses with Tact’, CH Working Papers, Vol. 1, 1991 
accessed at http://journals.sfu.ca/chwp/index.php/chwp/rt/printerFriendly/91/91 accessed on 7/7/2015. 

http://search.records.nsw.gov.au/usage
https://www.kimonolabs.com/
https://www.parsehub.com/
http://www.hrionline.ac.uk/openbook/chapter/dhc2012-kemman
http://journals.sfu.ca/chwp/index.php/chwp/rt/printerFriendly/91/91
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research mode we might want to find the thing that we had never encountered before. As Sherratt 
notes, historians are often interested in the absences as well as the exposed. How do we find out what 
is missing through the use of a search engine? “Google-like experience constrains our options and 
assumptions”, he says.15 If we move beyond the simple search and use tools that enquire of the data in 
a different way, or construct our own digital tools, our research benefits. 

Each website with a search function has an algorithm chugging away behind the scenes that comprises 
instructions written by developers who are trying to guess what kind of information will be most 
useful to us. Results are ordered based on these assumptions. Most of the time we don’t know what 
determines this order. Some websites like Trove explain the order, but otherwise we don’t know how 
the programmer has influenced our research outcomes.16  

[Slide 8] 

If we only look at the first page of search results we may miss an important item for our research 
because the search algorithm ranked it low in the results.  If we use an API to download all results, we 
can at least sort and order the data in the manner that is appropriate to our specific research needs. We 
are in greater control of our sources. 

Sometimes this may matter for our research projects. Sometimes it doesn’t. We need to explicitly assess 
our needs and the implications of using digital tools each time we use them in the research process.  

But technical tools are just one side of the equation. Equally critical is the historical information that we 
are applying the technology to.  

Data 
Historical information in the digital form becomes data which can be examined using digital tools. It is 
so easy for me to search and find whatever I need using the simple indexing function I have 
constructed. It produces an ordered spreadsheet. (This represents beauty in my mind. I started my 
working life as a chartered accountant, so my idea of beauty may be a little different to yours.) The 
order, the searchability, the manipulabity of the data is so seductive. It is too easy to disappear into a 
quest to apply more order and to remove the very messiness of historical information which could be 
the location of insight into the past. 

Historical data is a slippery thing. It elides and it obfuscates. When I look eagerly through the results of 
my index I constantly remind myself that I am dealing with quicksand. The soldiers and nurses had 
every reason to not write about many significant things in the War. Whether it was the result of 
censorship, the desire not to worry already anxious relatives, the effects of psychological distress or 
simply the result of the writer not thinking the reader would be interested in hearing about something. 
The diaries and letters I am working with are missing huge chunks of information.  

                                                      
15 Tim Sherratt, ‘On seams and edges - dreams of aggregation, access and discovery in a broken world’, presented 
at Alia Information Online 2015, http://information-online.alia.org.au/content/seams-and-edges-dreams-
aggregation-access-and-discovery-broken-world accessed on 7/7/2015. 
16 ‘How does relevance ranking work?’, Trove website, http://trove.nla.gov.au/general/finding-articles-in-digitised-
newspapers-faq/searchTips#Relevance, accessed on 7/7/2015. 

http://information-online.alia.org.au/content/seams-and-edges-dreams-aggregation-access-and-discovery-broken-world
http://information-online.alia.org.au/content/seams-and-edges-dreams-aggregation-access-and-discovery-broken-world
http://trove.nla.gov.au/general/finding-articles-in-digitised-newspapers-faq/searchTips#Relevance
http://trove.nla.gov.au/general/finding-articles-in-digitised-newspapers-faq/searchTips#Relevance
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Technology alone does not produce sound history. The historian needs to take charge. 

What is the Digital Form We are Searching? 
We tend to treat digitized items as simply a replication of the original material object. Just like we 
unquestionly use a search box in a catalogue, or google it, we can be over-enthusiastic about the 
digitized item, swooning that it is ‘just like being in the archives’ or ‘it is the same as reading the 
original but done from the comfort of home’. As Diane Kichuk warned in 2007, it is all too easy for us 
to suspend our questioning minds, to forget the healthy sceptism that the historian applies to their 
work.17 

At a workshop at last week’s Global Digital Humanities conference Peter Stokes reminded us we need 
to be cognizant of what is potentially missing from the digital representation of the physical item and 
could impact our research. Which copy was chosen to be digitized (in the case of a book), what post-
imaging production processes were applied to make the image more readable? How was it cropped? 
Were some pages in the front and/or back not scanned because the operator deemed them to be 
irrelevant for the purpose of the digitization? You can read Kichuk’s article for a long list of issues 
concerning the digitization process which may or may not impact your research findings.  

There is no such thing as the perfect digital facsimile. We need to examine the digitized item and 
consider whether the decisions made when it was created might compromise our research. But the 
compromises and alterations that occur in the digitization process will affect different research projects 
in different ways. Sometimes this will be important to our research, other times it may not pose a 
significant issue. Each project is different and has different requirements. 

My work with transcriptions of hand-written diaries are at the core of my research. The question of the 
fidelity of the digitized item I am working with is immediately apparent. How reliable are the 
transcriptions? Is there something on the page which the transcriber has missed? I don’t know what 
quality control procedures the State Library of NSW has put in place with regards to the transcriptions 
so I need to take responsibility to check the transcriptions that are critical to my research back to the 
image of the handwritten diary page. In some cases I need to go further.  

                                                      
17 Diana Kichuk, ‘Metamorphosis: Remediation in Early English Books Online (EEBO)’, Literary & Linguistic 
Computing, Vol 22(3), June 2007, pp. 291-303, http://llc.oxfordjournals.org/content/22/3/291.full accessed on 
7/7/2015. 

http://llc.oxfordjournals.org/content/22/3/291.full
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Figure 4 Example of the difficulty a transcriber faces. How does a transcriber convey words which have been crossed out to 
the reader of the transcription? Frank Valentine Weir's soldier letter-diaries present many difficulties for the transcriber. 

[Slide 9] 

The diaries of Frank Valentine Weir are a rich, but difficult source I need to grapple with. They are 
difficult for a transcriber to faithfully represent. This is a comparatively easy page. It has only one lot of 
words crossed out, but other pages have many lines which are crossed out. Every time I use these 
diaries I have to refer back to the original image to check the transcription and to interpret the act of 
correction. Did Weir do the corrections himself before he sent the diary home to his mother for her to 
read? Did he correct them after the War? Did his mother leave marks on the pages?18 

Look at this example of a fiendishly difficult document to transcribe:  

                                                      
18 Frank Valentine Weir, ‘letter diary, 1 January-31 December 1918’, p. 254, accessed via State Library of New South 
Wales website, http://transcripts.sl.nsw.gov.au/page/295919/view#overlay-context=, accessed on 7/7/2015. 

http://transcripts.sl.nsw.gov.au/page/295919/view#overlay-context
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Figure 5 This is a transcription of two pages from Proust's notebooks. Note the lines over the page, the underlines, the 
margin notes and the fact that some writing has been added at different dates. Elena Pierazzo has designed this 
transcription to be read in either writing or reading order. 

[slide 10] 

Proust’s notebooks have been marked up and transcribed by Digital Humanist, Elena Pierazzo. There is 
a high degree of technical skill involved with this representation and there are myriad choices Pierazzo 
made. Each person would choose a different way to represent this digitally. 19 

Transcription is not a facsimile. It is a new work.20  

No amount of enlarging a low image will make up for a low resolution original image. I cannot rely 
totally on technology. Visiting archives and working with original documents is an indispensable part 
of my research. 

I have found that scepticism about the use of technology has helped me to deepen my analysis in a way 
that I don’t think would have happened if I had been using traditional archival research methods. The 
constant reminders that I give myself that my sources are like quicksand are very productive. Working 
with the digital and being forced to explain my research methods to historians who are sceptical about 

                                                      
19 Elena Pierazzo, ‘Around a sequence and some notes of Notebook 46: encoding issues about Proust's drafts’, 
Kings College London website, http://research.cch.kcl.ac.uk/proust_prototype/, accessed on 7/7/2015. 

20 Kichuk, ‘Metamorphosis: Remediation in Early English Books Online (EEBO)’, Literary & Linguistic Computing, 
22(3), June 2007, pp. 291-303, http://llc.oxfordjournals.org/content/22/3/291.full accessed on 7/7/2015. 

 

http://research.cch.kcl.ac.uk/proust_prototype/
http://llc.oxfordjournals.org/content/22/3/291.full
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the use of technology has forced me to be explicit about exactly what I am doing and constantly 
question my processes.  

This is a good thing. 

Digital Provenance 
As well as a statement about the provenance of the physical item, I would like to see a statement of the 
provenance of the digital item in our libraries and archives. 

This is the provenance of the physical item, but I would like to see more explicit documentation of the 
provenance of the digital item. They are not the same thing. Why was this item selected for digitization 
and not other items? How were they digitized? In the case of transcripts, what was the transcription 
process? Have the transcriptions been reviewed? 

Research Methodology 
When I delivered a paper about my research findings at last year’s conference I felt compelled to 
include some comments about my research methodology. In this new era of digital tools I think that it 
is timely that historians become more explicit about their methodologies. As digital historians Fred 
Gibbs and Trevor Owens argue, we need to share these issues with the readers of our work and make 
our methods explicit.21 Technology is not neutral. It can have a profound influence on our work. 

Attention to the nature of each tool we use, the nature of the digital representation of the item we are 
using, the material nature of the original and a careful examination of the nature of the data we are 
using forces us to slow down when we work with historical sources. It is ironic that the use of 
technology hastens the research process and at the same time slows it down. We read differently, and 
following historian M. H. Beals, I argue that we read more carefully when we are critically examining 
our research process.22 

Slowing down is a good thing. 

Working with Cultural Institutions 
I want to finish by considering the role of cultural institutions such as libraries and archives in all this. 
In a panel discussion at the 2014 American Historical Association conference, archivists and historians 

                                                      
21 Fred Gibbs and Trevor Owens, ‘The Hermeneutics of Data and Historical Writing’ in Kristen Nawrotzki and 
Jack Dougherty, Writing History in the Digital Age, (Ann Arbor, MI; University of Michigan Press, 2013),  
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/d/dh/12230987.0001.001/1:7/--writing-history-in-the-digital-
age?g=dculture;rgn=div1;view=fulltext;xc=1#7.3 accessed on 7/7/2015. 
22 M. H. Beals, ‘TEI for Close Reading: Can It Work for History?, M.H. Beals, Historian of Migration and Media, 2015, 
accessed at http://mhbeals.com/researchblog/tei-for-close-reading-can-it-work-for-history/, on 7/7/2015. 

http://quod.lib.umich.edu/d/dh/12230987.0001.001/1:7/--writing-history-in-the-digital-age?g=dculture;rgn=div1;view=fulltext;xc=1#7.3
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/d/dh/12230987.0001.001/1:7/--writing-history-in-the-digital-age?g=dculture;rgn=div1;view=fulltext;xc=1#7.3
http://mhbeals.com/researchblog/tei-for-close-reading-can-it-work-for-history/
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called for greater collaboration between the two professions and greater attention to archival issues by 
historians. I will leave you to read their brief but thought provoking papers.23 

Historians have always been dependent on libraries and archives for their work. Today, more than ever 
these institutions are facing significant challenges due to funding cuts. At the same time they are 
carrying out significant digitization and transcription projects which are being valued around the 
world. 

Archives and libraries need to prove the value of their work to governments in order to sustain their 
funding. Governments naturally want to see these digital collections used, and used in innovative 
ways. In turn libraries and archives need people to use their data. 

Historians are the experts in most historic data, but if libraries and archives don’t see us using these 
digital collections in the kind of new and innovative ways that will excite the public and the 
governments, they will turn to other professionals to fill the breach. IT professionals can bedazzle 
funders and the public through exciting use of technology but without the historian’s input there is a 
risk that such projects may produce simplistic and flawed histories. 

We need to demonstrate to cultural institutions that we are interested in exploring new possibilities for 
sharing history, thereby asserting our expertise.  

Where would we be without our archives and libraries? One way we can help them by making a point 
of telling them when we use their digitized materials and how we use them. They need statistics about 
the use of digitized items and examples they can forward to their funding bodies. 

[Slide 11] 

In this spirit I want to acknowledge the debt I owe to the State Library of New South Wales. Their diary 
transcription project has provided material that forms the core of both this paper and the paper I 
delivered at the conference last year.24 Along with any historian doing research about World War I, the 
World War I service records provided by the National Archives are indispensable for my research.25 

                                                      
23 Katharina Hering, Joshua Sternfeld, Kate Theimer, Michael J. Kramer, ‘Introduction’, Issues in Digital History,  
http://www.michaeljkramer.net/cr/digital-historiography-the-archives-15/ accessed on 7/7/2015. 
24 An extended abstract and bibliography for this paper is available on my blog. Yvonne Perkins, ‘Beyond the 
Church Parade: Religious beliefs in the front line during WWI’, Stumbling Through the Past, 
https://stumblingpast.wordpress.com/2014/07/09/beyond-the-church-parade-religious-beliefs-in-the-front-line-
during-wwi/. Both this paper and my paper from the 2014 conference draw extensively from my work with the 
transcribed soldier diaries held by the State Library of New South Wales, 
http://transcripts.sl.nsw.gov.au/project/World%20War%201%20Diaries accessed on 7/7/2015. I have written more 
about the Library’s collection of World War I diaries and how they are presented on the Library website. Yvonne 
Perkins, ‘New WWI Website from State Library NSW’, Stumbling Through the Past, 
https://stumblingpast.wordpress.com/2013/11/11/new-wwi-website-from-state-library-nsw/.  
25 The digitisation of Australian war service records is another significant Australian digitisation project that 
accessible to the world. Read about the World War I service records held by the National Archives of Australia 
and access them via ‘Army – World War I: 1914-1918’, National Archives of Australia, 
http://www.naa.gov.au/collection/explore/defence/service-records/army-wwi.aspx accessed on 14/7/2015. 

http://www.michaeljkramer.net/cr/digital-historiography-the-archives-15/
https://stumblingpast.wordpress.com/2014/07/09/beyond-the-church-parade-religious-beliefs-in-the-front-line-during-wwi/
https://stumblingpast.wordpress.com/2014/07/09/beyond-the-church-parade-religious-beliefs-in-the-front-line-during-wwi/
http://transcripts.sl.nsw.gov.au/project/World%20War%201%20Diaries
https://stumblingpast.wordpress.com/2013/11/11/new-wwi-website-from-state-library-nsw/
http://www.naa.gov.au/collection/explore/defence/service-records/army-wwi.aspx%20accessed%20on%2014/7/2015
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The third institution I would like to thank is the Australian War Memorial for the photo I used at the 
beginning of this paper.26 

[Slide 12] 

What I have presented today is only a small part of the issues we face with using digitised records. In a 
keynote address at last week’s at the Global Digital Humanities conference Tim Sherratt excited digital 
humanists from around the world with his critique of the idea of access to archives and his analysis of 
the documents held by the National Archives of Australia which are marked ‘closed access’. I 
encourage you to read his presentation on his ‘discontents’ blog to gain a further understanding of the 
enormous potential of the critical use of digital tools.27 

[Slide 13] 

                                                                                                                                                                                        
Another access point for these war records is at: Discovering Anzacs, http://discoveringanzacs.naa.gov.au/, 
accessed on 14/7/2015. 
26 The Australian War Memorial’s online collection can be accessed via their website at 
https://www.awm.gov.au/search accessed on 14/7/2015. 
27 Tim Sherratt, ‘Unremembering the forgotten’, keynote address at the 2015 Global Digital Humanities 
Conference, discontents blog,  http://discontents.com.au/unremembering-the-forgotten accessed on 8/7/2015.  

http://discoveringanzacs.naa.gov.au/
https://www.awm.gov.au/search
http://discontents.com.au/unremembering-the-forgotten
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